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is dedicated to His bride. Yahshua will be returning soon to receive His own unto Himself (Jn. 14:3). His bride must make herself
ready (Rev. 19:7). A person who is called out of this world by the Father, who repents of his/her sins, is baptized in the name of
Yahshua the Messiah (Acts 2:38), the only name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:12), and re-
ceives the Holy Spirit must come to know Him as the Scriptures declare and witness of Him (Jn. 5:39-47). Peter encouraged, “But
grow in grace, and the knowledge of our Sovereign and Saviour Yahshua the Messiah,” 2 Pet. 3:18. We will, with Yahweh's help
and the Spirit of Truth, seek to reveal a most wondrous Savior and Redeemer, a Savior and Redeemer that much of the world has
spoken of, dreamed of, hoped for, but truly never known. While much of the world looks to a savior, the savior of whom they have
been taught has become corrupted. Another has been substituted in the true Savior’s place. Those who are called out of this world
and given to Him are likened unto virgins. But in accordance with His own parable of those virgins, only five are wise while the
other five are foolish. The five wise are able to enter into the planned marriage with the Messiah, but the five foolish have the door
closed to them (Mt. 25:1-13). Let’s be wise, remember our betrothal to the Messiah and the virginity to which He has restored us (2
Cor. 11:1-2), resist the wiles of the devil and look to and prepare for a joyous and glorious marriage that will endure for all eter-
nity. HalleluYah!!!!
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OUR COVER: We have chosen this picture for this issue in order
to utilize it to focus on our article entitled “Did Yahshua Die on a
Cross? Part II. Moses put a serpent on a pole in accordance with the
Torah. The Hebrew word for “pole” is nec. It not only has to do with a
pole, but also with a sail, a flagstaff, banner, etc. Please see our arti-
cle on page 8.

For comments or inquiries please write to YEA, P. O. Box 31, Atlanta, TX 75551. In Kenya contact Messianic Assemblies of Yah-
weh 7th day, P. O. Box 79007 Nairobi, Kenya
Visit or Internet site at: yahwehsevangelicalassembly.com
Or members.cox.net/thomasahobbs/yea 0.htm
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FROM THE EDITOR
THE PURPOSE FOR THIS LIFE

We live in a world today that has become so blinded to the truth and purpose for life. Of course, with the scien-
tists, media, and educators doing their job of promoting evolution, and the continuing demise of faith in the Elo-
him of Scripture, we do understand how this is happening. But those who teach or rather preach from the Scrip-
tures have their part in the failure to grasp this purpose also.

Another fact is that we are at the end of an age and the beginning of another. Man has been given six one thou-
sand year days (millennia) to work his work, but the seventh one thousand year day (the millennium) belongs to
Him. About six thousand years ago, Elohim looked upon the earth and all was total chaos and destruction. He
began to bring about a completely new creation by performing powerful creative works over a six day period.
On the sixth day, He brought forth man and woman to not only be sovereigns over this wondrous creation, but
to dress and keep a garden that Yahweh had planted in the earth. The man and woman were to multiply and re-
plenish the earth.

We all know the story about the two trees that were planted in the garden. Of course there were many trees
there, but the two that were focused on were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. In
actuality, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was the tree of death, because Yahweh warned that in the
day that they ate of that tree “dying, they would die” is the way it should be translated.

I am telling you right now that Yahweh, who prophesies, predicts the future, who knows the future, knew what
the man and woman would do. But the earth and the heavens that we see above us had already come to a state
of destruction. That is because of the rebellion of the nachash (serpent) who was allowed to enter into the gar-
den of Eden, deceive the woman, and lead man to eat of that tree of death.

In our six thousand years of history there has been a story of wickedness, pain suffering and death. We don’t
know how many lives have been destroyed, but the destruction process continues to this day. We are now close
to the end of that six thousand year period and look at what man is doing. Have you seen the implements of war
and destruction that are being developed? In the ‘50°s and 60’s we thought that our world would end in a nu-
clear holocaust, but there are even more sinister implements of destruction that can be utilized, and that is
chemical and biological warfare.

We are on the verge of chaos. Look at what is happening to our economy. People are losing everything that
they have hoped and worked for. Look at what is happening to people’s lives. Look at what is happening to the
human spirit.

That is why we need the seventh millennium. Yahweh is going to bring in peace, rest, blessings, and holiness,
by sending His Son Yahshua the Messiah to establish His righteous ruler ship over this earth. You see, Yahweh
is in the process of creating a new heavens and earth wherein dwells righteousness. It is stated, “What is man,
that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou visitest him? Thou madest him a little lower than the
angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands: Thou hast put
all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not
put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him,” Heb. 2:6-8. This is quoted from Psalms 8
and the Psalmist says, “When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which
thou hast ordained,” v. 3.

Man was given sovereignty over the earth, but mortal, corruptible man can’t have sovereignty over the heav-
ens yet. Why? He has to be changed from mortal to immortal, from corruptible to incorruptible. Our tendency to
work evil, wickedness, sin, death, destruction must be purged from us. We must be given a new spirit, a new
heart, a new life, a new purpose. Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven, nor can mortality in-
herit immortality (1 Cor. 15:50).

Those who are seeking power and control over the earth in today’s world are doing so through vice, deceit,
wickedness, corruption, destruction, and death. They can never be given power over eternal things. But those
who pay attention to Yahweh and His word. Who submit themselves to Him so He can work in their lives and
change their lives; who trust in Him and believe, will be rewarded with eternal life and sovereignty over Yah-
weh’s new creation, the new heavens and the new earth. This is the real purpose for this life. Are you living it?
Don’t be deceived, but believe, and submit. Your life will be filled with purpose now and for all eternity. JH
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A Physician Testifies About the Crucifixion

by Dr. C. Truman Davis

NOTE: When | read this the first time, | wept like a baby because the agony and pain sank deeply into my own soul. It is
so easy to declare the fact that Yahshua died for us, but we really need to understand with more clarity, the agony that
He went through. This medical account certainly helps in that regard. (JH)

About a decade ago,
reading Jim Bishop's "The Day
[the Messiah| Died", I realized
that I had for years taken the
Crucifixion more or less for
granted - that I had grown cal-
lous to its horror by a too easy
familiarity with the grim details
and a too distant friendship
with our [Master]. It finally oc-
curred to me that, though a
physician, I didn't even know
the actual immediate cause of
death.

The Gospel writers don't
help us much on this point,
because crucifixion and
scourging were SO common
during their lifetime that they
apparently considered a de-
tailed description unnecessary.
So we have only the concise

words of the Evangelists:
"Pilate, having scourged
[Yahshua], delivered Him to

them to be crucified-and they
crucified Him." I have no com-
petence to discuss the infinite
psychic and spiritual suffering
of the Incarnate [El] atoning for
the sins of fallen man.

But it seemed to me that
as a physician [ might pursue
the physiological and anatomi-
cal aspects of our [Sovereign's]
passion in some detail.

What did the body of
[Yahshua] of Nazareth actually
endure during those hours of
torture?
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This led me first to a
study of the practice of cruci-
fixion itself; that is, torture and
execution by fixation to a
cross. | am indebted to many
who have studied this subject
in the past, and especially to a
contemporary colleague, Dr.
Pierre Barbet, a French sur-
geon who has done exhaustive
historical and experimental re-
search and has written exten-
sively on the subject.

Apparently, the first
known practice of crucifixion
was by the Persians. Alexander

There is archeological
evidence that it was
on this type of cross

that [Yahshua] was
crucified.

and his generals brought it
back to the Mediterranean
world- to Egypt and to Car-
thage.

The Romans apparently
learned the practice from the
Carthaginians and (as with al-
most everything the Romans
did) rapidly developed a very
high degree of efficiency and
skill at it. A number of Roman
authors (Livy, Cicer, Tacitus)
comment on crucifixion, and
several innovations, modifica-
tions, and variations are de-
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scribed in the ancient litera-
ture.

For instance, the up-
right portion of the cross (or
stipes) could have the cross-
arm (or patibulum) attached
two or three feet below its top
in what we commonly think of
as the Latin cross.

The most common form
used in our [Sovereign's] Day,
however, was the Tau cross,
shaped like our T. In this
cross the patibulum was
placed in a notch at the top of
the stipes.

There is archeological
evidence that it was on this
type of cross that [Yahshua]
was crucified.

Without any historical
or biblical proof, Medieval and
Renaissance painters have
given us our picture of [the
Messiah] carrying the entire
Cross.

But the upright post, or
stipes, was generally fixed per-
manently in the ground at the
site of execution and the con-
demned man was forced to
carry the patibulum, weighing
about 110 pounds, from the
prison to the place of execu-
tion.

Many of the painters
and most of the sculptors of
crucifixion also show the nails
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through the palms.

Historical Roman ac-
counts and experimental work
have established that the nails
were driven between the small
bones of the wrists (radial and
ulna) and not through the
palms. Nails driven through
the palms will strip out be-
tween the fingers when made
to support the weight of the
human body.

The misconception may
have come about through a

misunderstanding of
[Yahshua’s] words to Thomas,
"Observe my hands."

Joh_20:27 Anatomists, both
modern and ancient, have al-
ways considered the wrist as
part of the hand. A titulus, or
small sign, stating the victim's
crime was usually placed on a
staff, carried at the front of the
procession from the prison,
and later nailed to the cross so
that it extended above the
head.

This sign with its staff
nailed to the top of the cross
would have given it somewhat
the characteristic form of the
Latin cross.

But, of course, the
physical passion of the [the
Messiah] began in Geth-

semane. Of the many aspects
of this initial suffering, the one
of greatest physiological inter-
est is the bloody sweat. It is
interesting that St. Luke, the
physician, is the only one to
mention this. He says, "And
being in Agony, He prayed the
longer. And His sweat became

as drops of blood, trickling
down upon the ground."
Luk 22:44

Every ruse (trick) imag-
inable has been used by mod-
ern scholars to explain away
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this description, apparently
under the mistaken impression
that this just doesn't happen.

A great deal of effort
could have been saved had the
doubters consulted the medical
literature. Though very rare,
the phenomenon of Hematidro-
sis, or bloody sweat, is well
documented. Under great emo-
tional stress of the kind our
[Master] suffered, tiny capillar-
ies in the sweat glands can
break, thus mixing blood with
sweat. This process might well
have produced marked weak-
ness and possible shock.

After the arrest in the
middle of the night, [Yahshua]
was next brought before the
Sanhedrin and Caiphus, the
High Priest; it is here that the
first physical trauma was in-
flicted. @A  soldier struck
[Yahshua] across the face for
remaining silent when ques-
tioned by Caiphus. The palace
guards then blind-folded Him

The Roman soldiers
see a great joke in this
provincial Jew claim-
ing to be king.

and mockingly taunted Him to
identify them as they each
passed by, spat upon Him, and
struck Him in the face. In the
early morning, battered and
bruised, dehydrated, and ex-
hausted from a sleepless night,
Jesus is taken across the Prae-
torium of the Fortress Antonia,
the seat of government of the
Procurator of Judea, Pontius
Pilate. You are, of course, fa-
miliar with Pilate's action in
attempting to pass responsibil-
ity to Herod Antipas, the Tet-
rarch of Judea.

[Yahshua]
5

apparently

suffered no physical mistreat-
ment at the hands of Herod
and was returned to Pilate. It
was then, in response to the
cries of the mob, that Pilate or-
dered Bar-Abbas released and
condemned [Yahshua| to
scourging and crucifixion.

There is much disagree-
ment among authorities about
the unusual scourging as a
prelude to crucifixion. Most Ro-
man writers from this period
do not associate the two.

Many scholars believe
that Pilate originally ordered
[Yahshua] scourged as his full
punishment and that the death
sentence by crucifixion came
only in response to the taunt
by the mob that the Procurator
was not properly defending
Caesar against this pretender
who allegedly claimed to be the
King of the Jews.

Preparations for the
scourging were carried out
when the Prisoner was stripped
of His clothing and His hands
tied to a post above His head.
It is doubtful the Romans
would have made any attempt
to follow the Jewish law in this
matter, but the Jews had an
ancient law prohibiting more
than forty lashes. The Roman
legionnaire steps forward with
the flagrum (or flagellum) in his
hand. This is a short whip con-
sisting of several heavy, leather
thongs with two small balls of
lead attached near the ends of
each. The heavy whip is
brought down with full force
again and again  across
[Yahshua's] shoulders, back,
and legs. At first the thongs cut
through the skin only.

Then, as the blows con-
tinue, they cut deeper into the
subcutaneous tissues, produc-
ing first an oozing of blood
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from the capillaries and veins
of the skin, and finally spurting
arterial bleeding from vessels
in the underlying muscles.

The small balls of lead
first produce large, deep
bruises which are broken open
by subsequent blows.

Finally the skin of the
back is hanging in long ribbons
and the entire area is an un-
recognizable mass of torn,
bleeding tissue. When it is de-
termined by the centurion in
charge that the prisoner is
near death, the beating is fi-
nally stopped.

The half-fainting
Yahshua is then untied and
allowed to slump to the stone

pavement, wet with His own
blood.

The Roman soldiers see
a great joke in this provincial
Jew claiming to be king. They
throw a robe across His shoul-
ders and place a stick in His
hand for a scepter.

They still need a crown
to make their travesty com-
plete. Flexible branches cov-
ered with long thorns
(commonly used in bundles for
firewood) are plaited into the
shape of a crown and this is
pressed into His scalp. Again
there is copious bleeding, the
scalp being one of the most
vascular areas of the body.

After mocking Him and
striking Him across the face,
the soldiers take the stick from
His hand and strike Him
across the head, driving the
thorns deeper into His scalp.

Finally, they tire of their
sadistic sport and the robe is
torn from His back. Already
having adhered to the clots of
blood and serum in the
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wounds, its removal causes ex-
cruciating pain just as in the
careless removal of a surgical
bandage, and almost as though
He were again being whipped
the wounds once more begin to
bleed. In deference to Jewish
custom, the Romans return His
garments.

The heavy patibulum of
the cross is tied across His
shoulders, and the procession
of the condemned [Messiah],
two thieves, and the execution
detail of Roman soldiers
headed by a centurion begins
its slow journey along the Via
Dolorosa.

In spite of His efforts to
walk erect, the weight of the
heavy wooden beam, together
with the shock produced by
copious blood loss, is too
much. He stumbles and falls.
The rough wood of the beam
gouges into the lacerated skin
and muscles of the shoulders.
He tries to rise, but human

At this point, as the
arms fatigue, great

waves of cramps sweep
over the muscles, knot-

ting them in deep, re-
lentless, throbbing
pain.

muscles have been pushed be-
yond their endurance. The cen-
turion, anxious to get on with
the crucifixion, selects a stal-
wart North African onlooker,
Simon of Cyrene, to carry the
cross. [Yahshua] follows, still
bleeding and sweating the cold,
clammy sweat of shock, until
the 650 yard journey from the
fortress Antonia to Golgotha is
finally completed.
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[Yahshua] is offered
wine mixed with myrrh, a mild
analgesic mixture. He refuses
to drink. Simon is ordered to
place the patibulum on the
ground and [Yahshua] quickly
thrown backward with His
shoulders against the wood.

The legionnaire feels for
the depression at the front of
the wrist. He drives a heavy,
square,  wrought-iron nail
through the wrist and deep
into the wood. Quickly, he
moves to the other side and
repeats the action being careful
not to pull the arms to tightly,
but to allow some flexion and
movement.

The patibulum is then
lifted in place at the top of the
stipes and the titulus reading
"[Yahshua] of Nazareth, King of
the Jews" Luk 23:38 is nailed
in place. The left foot is now
pressed backward against the
right foot, and with both feet
extended, toes down, a nail is
driven through the arch of
each, leaving the knees moder-
ately flexed.

The Victim is now cruci-
fied.

As He slowly sags down
with more weight on the nails
in the wrists excruciating pain
shoots along the fingers and up
the arms to explode in the
brain-the nails in the wrists
are putting pressure on the
median nerves. As He pushes
Himself upward to avoid this
stretching torment, He places
His full weight on the nail
through His feet. Again there is
the searing agony of the nail
tearing through the nerves be-
tween the metatarsal bones of
the feet.

At this point, as the
arms fatigue, great waves of
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cramps sweep over the mus-
cles, knotting them in deep,
relentless, throbbing pain.
With these cramps comes the
inability to push Himself up-
ward. Hanging by his arms, the
pectoral muscles are paralyzed
and the intercostal muscles are
unable to act.

Air can be drawn into
the lungs, but cannot be ex-
haled. [Yahshua] fights to raise
Himself in order to get even
one short breath. Finally, car-
bon dioxide builds up in the
lungs and in the blood stream
and the cramps partially sub-
side. Spasmodically, he is able
to push Himself upward to ex-
hale and bring in the life-giving
oxygen. It was undoubtedly
during these periods that He
uttered the seven short sen-
tences recorded:

The first, looking down
at the Roman soldiers throwing
dice for His seamless garment,
"Father, forgive them for they
know not what they do."
Luk_23:34

The second, to the peni-
tent thief, "Today, thou shalt
be with me in Paradise."
Luk _23:43

The third, looking down
at the terrified, grief-stricken
adolescent John-the beloved
Apostle-he said, "Behold thy
mother." Then, looking to His
mother Mary, "Woman behold
thy son." Joh_19:26-27

The fourth cry is from
the beginning of the 22nd
Psalm, Psa_22:1 "My [El], my
[El], why has thou forsaken
me?" Mat_27:46

Hours of limitless pain,
cycles of twisting, joint-rending
cramps, intermittent partial
asphyxiation, searing pain
where tissue is torn from His
Vahishua's Witness Magazine

lacerated back as He moves up
and down against the rough
timber. Then another agony
begins... A terrible crushing
pain deep in the chest as the
pericardium slowly fills with
serum and begins to compress
the heart. One remembers
again the 22nrd Psalm, the 14th
verse: "l am poured out like
water, and all my bones are
out of joint; my heart is like
wax; it is melted in the midst of
my bowels." Psa_22:14

It is now almost over.
The loss of tissue fluids has
reached a critical level; the
compressed heart is struggling
to pump heavy, thick, sluggish
blood into the tissue; the tor-
tured lungs are making a fran-
tic effort to gasp in small gulps
of air. The markedly dehy-
drated tissues send their flood
of stimuli to the brain.

[Yahshua] gasps His
fifth cry, "I thirst." Joh_19:28.
One remembers another verse

The body of
[Yahshua] is now in
extremes, and He
can feel the chill of
death creeping
through His tissues.

from the prophetic 22nd Psalm:
"My strength is dried up like a
potsherd; and my tongue
cleaveth to my jaws; and thou
has brought me into the dust
of death." Psa_22:15 A sponge
soaked in posca, the cheap,
sour wine which is the staple
drink of the Roman legionaries,
is lifted to His lips. He appar-
ently doesn't take any of the
liquid.

The body of [Yahshua] is
7

now in extremes, and He can
feel the chill of death creeping
through His tissues.

This realization brings
out His sixth words, possibly
little more than a tortured
whisper, "It is fin-
ished."Joh_19:30 His mission
of atonement has completed.
Finally He can allow his body
to die.

With one last surge of
strength, he once again presses
His torn feet against the nail,
straightens His legs, takes a
deeper breath, and utters His
seventh and last cry, "Father!
Into thy hands I commit my
spirit." Luk_23:46

The rest you know. In
order that the Sabbath not be
profaned, the Jews asked that
the condemned men be dis-
patched and removed from the
Crosses.

The common method of
ending a crucifixion was by
crurifracture, the breaking of
the bones of the legs.

This prevented the vic-
tim from pushing himself up-
ward; thus the tension could
not be relieved from the mus-
cles of the chest and rapid suf-
focation occurred. The legs of
the two thieves were broken,
but when the soldiers came to
[Yahshua] they saw that this
was unnecessary. Apparently
to make doubly sure of death,
the legionnaire drove his lance
through the fifth inter space
between the ribs, upward
through the pericardium and
into the heart. The 34t verse of
the 19th chapter of the Gospel
according to St. John reports:
Joh_19:34 "And immediately
there came out blood and wa-
ter." That is, there was an es-

(Continued on page 23)
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We recently published an article enti-
tled “Did Yahshua Die on a
Cross?”” (See our May-June 2009
Yahshua’s Wimess Magazine) We
knew that this article would cause
some to be upset because of the ten-
dency of not only Christianity, but al-
most all of the pagan cultures of old to
reverence the cross and utilize it in
their pagan rituals. This author re-
cetved a great deal of persecution at
the annual Umty Conference 1n
Rocheport, Missouri because of this
article, and the attempts to rebut and
refute this article continues. One Sa-
cred Name Magazine has published an
article in its Sept.-Oct. 2009 1ssue seek-
g to refute this fact. The article is
written by a man i prison and I re-
cetved an email from an elder who
stated, “Did you get a chance to read
the article in (our magazine) that was
written by an inmate? Heaven knows
what he could have come up with if he
had the same amount of resources that
you had. But I think he did an excel-
lent job with what he had to work
with.”

Here i1s the problem dear Brother
Elder, you have posted an article by a
young man who seems to have given
some deep thought concerning his
refutation, but the problem is that he
simply took verses out of context with-
out truly thinking deeply enough on
them. The problem also 1s that you,
yourself didn’t think deeply enough on
what was said because you were so
hasty to refute what I have written.
Therefore, I want to give an answer to
you, your inmate and your magazine
according to the faith and spirit that 1s
n me.

The young man speaks of the
TRUTH, but does he truly understand
the depths of the word TRUTH in the
Hebrew language? You see, the He-
brew language 1s the language of revela-
tion, therefore, if we simply look at the
English and Greek words, we simply
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PART 11

don’t get the impact that the Hebrew
conveys. The letters of the Hebrew
alphabet not only serve to make up
words, but also serve as numbers as
well as hieroglyphics (pictures). Gener-
ally, when the pictures are put together
m a word, then the true understanding
of the meaning of the word 1s brought
forth.

The Hebrew word for truth is emet
(aleph [b-/], mem [ma] and au [1]). It
would appear thusly, tamp’, because
the Hebrew reads from right to left.
The aleph (b/), of course, is the very
first letter of the Hebrew alphabet, be-
mg a picture of the head of an ox,
meaning one who 1s first, a chief, a
head, etc. The tau (1) 1s the last letter
of the Hebrew alphabet, which has to
do with a covenant, a signature, a sign,
a seal, etc. The mem (mna) 1s a picture
of water. Water 1s a type of the spirit
(Jn. 7:37-39), thus, in accordance with
the Hebrew word, truth is the spirit of

No other word for truth con-
veys this meamng as the He-

brew does.

the aleph and tau. It means that truth is
the same from beginning to end. It
never changes.

No other word for truth conveys this
meaning as the Hebrew does. The
English begins with a “t” and ends with
an “h”. The Greek word for truth is
alethia. It begins and ends with an a/-
pha. When Yahshua appeared to John
as written in the book of Revelation,
He declared that He 1s the Aleph and
tau, not alpha and omega (Rev. 1:8,
11). John, after all, was a Hebrew.
There 1s no reason to believe that
Yahshua spoke any other language to
him than Hebrew. The Apostle Paul
admitted that when Yahshua appeared
to him on the road to Damascus,
Yahshua spoke in the Hebrew tongue

YAHSHUA DIE ON A CRosg,

(Acts 26:14).

Don’t you find it interesting that the
very last letter of the original Hebrew
alphabet 1s a fau (t) which 1s in the
form of a cross, of all things? Being the
very last letter, 1t also represents the
end. It 1s obvious to this author that
Yahshua was hung on a cross to not
only end His life, but He also brought
an end to the covenant that Moses
made with the children of Israel. His
very last words were, “It 1s finished,”
Jn. 19:30. Here was Yahshua, the
aleph (5?) and the tau (1) (Rev. 1:8, 11;
21:6; 22:13), hanging on a cross (a
form of the tau) proclaiming that
something was finished, ended. Why 1s
this so difficult to understand?

Being the aleph (b-’), Yahshua was
resurrected from the grave in order to
mediate a new covenant based upon
better promises (Heb. 8:6). This 1s an
eternal covenant of which there shall
be no end.

SCRIPTURES OUT OF CONTEXT

The man’s article, entitled “Did Mes-
siah Yahshua 1) Die on a Cross?”
took several scriptures out of context,
Le., Mt. 10:38; Mt. 16:24; MKk. 8:34;
Mk. 10:21; Lk. 9:23; Lk. 14:27. Each
scripture, in the KJV, speaks of taking
one’s cross and following Yahshua.
Then he states that all of these verses
occurred pefore Messiah died! He asks
what significance would “taking up the
cross” have had before He was mar-
tyred? Then he says that this 1s just
weird.

I ask, “How 1s it weird?” Don’t the
scriptures  say that Yahshua 1is the
Lamb slain before the foundation of
the world? (Rev. 13:8) Is that weird?

The article first quoted Mt. 10:38
which says, “And he that taketh not his
cross, and followeth after me, 1s not
worthy of me.” Taken out of context,
this can be made to say something else,
but the context begins in verse 37 and
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ends 1n verse 39, “He that loveth father
or mother more than me is not worthy
of me: and he that loveth son or
daughter more than me 1s not worthy
of me. And he that taketh not his
cross, and followeth after me, 1s not
worthy of me. He that findeth his life
shall lose it: and he that loseth his life
for my sake shall find it.”

Isn’t Yahshua speaking of losing
one’s life here? We can’t see that real-
ity when we take verse 38 out of con-
text, which was done (purposely?) in
the article.

The next scripture quoted is Mat.
16:24, “Then said Yahshua unto his
disciples, If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow me.”

Again, this verse 1s taken out of con-
text mn order to continue the denial.
The full context would be verses 21-
26, “From that time forth began
Yahshua to shew unto his disciples,
how that he must go unto Jerusalem,
and suffer many things of the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and be raised again the third
day. Then Peter took him, and began
to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from
thee, Master: this shall not be unto
thee. But he turned, and said unto Pe-
ter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou
art an offence unto me: for thou sa-
vourest not the things that be of Elo-
him, but those that be of men. Then
said Yahshua unto his disciples, If any
man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and fol-
low me. For whosoever will save his
life shall lose it: and whosoever will
lose his life for my sake shall find it.
For what 1s a man profited, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul? or what shall a man give in ex-
change for his soul?”

Mk. 8:34 1s quoted, “And when he
had called the people unto him with
his disciples also, he said unto them,
Whosoever will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross,
and follow me.”

The full context is verses 31-37, “And
he began to teach them, that the Son of
man must suffer many things, and be
rejected of the elders, and of the chief
priests, and scribes, and be killed, and
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after three days rise again. And he
spake that saying openly. And Peter
took him, and began to rebuke him.
But when he had turned about and
looked on his disciples, he rebuked
Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Sa-
tan: for thou savourest not the things
that be of Elohim, but the things that
be of men. And when he had called
the people unto him with his disciples
also, he said unto them, Whosoever
will come after me, let him deny him-
self, and take up his cross, and follow
me. For whosoever will save his life
shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose
his life for my sake and the gospels,
the same shall save it. For what shall it
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul? Or what
shall a man give in exchange for his
soul?”

Again, this young man, after taking
the above mentioned scriptures out of
context (along with a couple of others),
purposely withholding the full context,
says, “All of these verses occurred be-
fore Messiah died! What significance
would “taking up the cross” have had
before He was martyred? Isn’t that just
weird?” (p. 10)

Isn’t Yahshua here 1n these

verses explaining that He is
going to be killed?

Isn’t Yahshua here in these verses
explaining that He 1s going to be
killed? Isn’t He conveying the message
that those who follow His steps will
have to suffer the same things, even to
the point of denying this life and being
willing to lose it for His sake?

What is weird 1s this young man’s
mability to gather the true mtent of the
full context, and what 1s even more
weird 1s the fact that the publishers of
the magazine in question, certain eld-
ers in the body of the Messiah are
complicit with him! It seems that the
mind of Peter is being exhibited when
he rebuked Yahshua, for Yahshua i1s
speaking of His upcoming death on
the cross, which 1s being denied by
them.

WORD MEANING

Furthermore, the young man states,
“Then I was surprised to learn that the
word translated “cross” 28 times in the
KJV can actually mean a stake, pole,
staff, etc. (See Young’s, Strong’s, and
Thayer’s).” He goes on to say that it
makes more sense to him that
Yahshua meant that they should take
their staff or walking stick in order to
follow Him.

Again, information 1s  withheld
(purposely?) Here 1s what Strong’s Ex-
haustive Concordance says about the
Greek word stauros, which has been
translated 1n these verses as “cross,”
“stauros, a stake or post (as set up-
right), 1.e. (specially), a pole or cross (as
an Instrument of capital punishment);
figuratively, exposure to death, 1.e. self-
denial; by implication, the atonement
of Christ.” Hmmmm..., the word cross
here certamly fits with the context that
was conveniently left out of article,
doesn’t it?

Here 1s what 7The New Thayer’s
Greek-English Lexicon says about this
Greek word stauros, “1. An upright
stake, esp. a pointed one, (Hom., Hdt.,
Thuc., Xen.), 2. A cross; a. the well-
known instrument of most cruel and
ignominious punishment, borrowed by
the Greeks and Romans from the
Phoenicians; to it were affixed among
the Romans, down to the time of Con-
stantine the Great, the guiltiest crimi-
nals, particularly the basest slaves, rob-
bers, the authors and abetters of insur-
rections, and occasionally in the prov-
inces, at the arbitrary pleasure of the
governors, upright and peaceable men
also, and even Roman citizens them-
selves;... This horrible punishment the
mnocent [Yahshua] also suffered...
blood shed on the cross, Col. 1. 20. b.
1. q. the crucifixion which [Messiah]
underwent....to encounter persecution
on account of one’s avowed belief in
the saving efficacy of [Messiah’s] cruci-
fixion, etc.

The young man was correct in declar-
ing that stauros means a pole or stake,
but nowhere does it say that it 1s a staff
or walking stick, so I guess he has in-
troduced a new defimition for this
word, and the publishers of the maga-
zine agree with him, while he

(Continued on page 10)
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(conveniently?) leaves out the fact that
1t also means “cross.” But then, to ad-
mit that it also means a “cross” as a
means of punishment, would over-
throw the gist of his article.

A CAREFUL STUDY

The young man then says, “But what
about the many verses talking about a
cross? Study these carefully:”

[Messiah] hath redeemed us from
the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us: for it 1s
written, Cursed 1s every one
that hangeth on a tree (Gal.
3:13).

And 1f a man have committed a
sin worthy of death, and he be
to be put to death, and thou
hang him on a tree...(Dt.
21:29).

His body shall not remain all night
upon the tree, but thou shalt
mn any wise bury him that day;
(for he that is hanged 1is ac-
cursed of Elohim;) that thy
land be not defiled, which
Yahweh thy Elohim giveth
thee for an inheritance (Dt.
21:23).

The Jews therefore, because 1t was
the preparation, that the bod-
les should not remain upon
the cross on the sabbath day,
(for that sabbath day was an
high day,) besought Pilate that
their legs might be broken,
and that they might be taken
away (Jn. 19:31).

Then he says, “Notice this: There’s
not a single verse prophesying that
Messiah  would be put on a
cross.” (end of excerpt) [Notice that he
leaves the word “cross” in Jn. 19:31.]

My friend, again, you have conven-
iently overlooked some things, or you
simply haven’t studied or thought deep
enough. Proverbs 25:2 says, “It 1s the
glory of Elohim to conceal a thing: but
the honour of kings 1s to search out a
matter.” I have highlighted the words
“thing” and “matter” because they are
both translated from the same Hebrew
word, 1.e. dabar. Dabar 1s the Hebrew
word that is generally translated as
“word” in the English. What this 1s
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saying 1s that it 1s the glory of Elohim to
conceal His word, and it 1s the glory or
honor of kings to search out that word.

With this in mind, Yahweh has con-
cealed the truth about the cross in His
word m Dt. 21:22-23. You can believe
this, or you can disbelieve, that 1s your
choice.

The Hebrew word for tree 1s ‘ets (xo).
But this 1s also the word for “wood”
Gen. 6:14; 22:3, 6-7, 9; Ex. 7:19; 25:5,
10, 13, 23, 28, etc. etc.....; “ttmber” Ex.
31:5; Lev. 14:45; “Sticks” Num. 15:33;
1 Ki. 17:10, 12; 2 Ki. 6:6; “helve” Dt.
19:5; “stalks” Josh. 2:6; “staff” (of a
spear) 1 Sam. 17:7; 2 Sam. 21:19; 2
Sam. 23:7; “amber” 1 Ki. 5:6, 8, 18;
6:10; 15:22; “branches” Neh. 8:1);
“gallows” Est. 5:14; 6:4; 7:9, 10; 8:7;
9:13, 25; “stock” Jer. 2:27; 3:9; 10:8;
“planks” Ez. 41:25.

I have emboldened 2 Sam. 21:19
because the young man did mention
this scriptures where “staff” 1s trans-
lated from the word ‘ets, but he didn’t
mclude the fact that it was the staff of a
spear. As he attempted to prove that
Yahshua was saying for those who fol-
low Him to take his staff or walking
stick, 1s 1t possible that he was again

My friend, again, you have
conveniently overlooked

some things, or you simply
haven’t studied or thought

deep enough.

conveniently withholding information
i order to prove his point? I only im-
ply this because the true fact is that
there was nmo place in the scriptures
where walking stick or staff (for the
hand) 1s translated from the Hebrew
word ‘ets, even though they would be
made from wood.

But let’s get back to that which 1s hid-
den from view, that which we must
study out carefully. Dt. 21:22-23 spoke
of one who sinned and would be ac-
cursed because he was hanged on a
tree. “Hang” comes from the Hebrew
word talah (®J1). This word is com-
posed from the Hebrew letters Aer (%),
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lamed (), and tau ). The her (%) is
an hieroglyphic for a window, to be-
hold, lo, reveal, etc. The lamed (J) is
an hieroglyphic for a rod of authority, a
shepherd’s rod, etc. Lamed comes
from the word Jamad, which means to
teach. Lamed can also give the idea of
“to go toward, or forward”. We have
already addressed the meaning of the
tau (1), but remember that it has to do
with a sign, and also the end of some-
thing.

What do the scriptures teach us
about our sins? Doesn’t sin bring, lead
to, death? Isn’t death a curse? Didn’t
Yahshua bear our sins, become a curse
for us? Wasn’t He hanged (#J1) on a
tree (‘ets)? Was that tree (‘ets) actually
made of wood (‘efs), timber (‘ets)?
Was it made in the form of the last
letter of the Hebrew alphabet symbol-
1zing the end, death? Does the word
talah ®J1) teach you something? Is
this the hidden prophecy, the hidden
word (daban, the concealed word
(daban) that we are supposed to search
out? (Prov. 25:2)

Let’s go back and introduce some of
these Hebrew words into the scriptures
that were quoted, “[Messiah] hath re-
deemed us from the curse of the law,
being made a curse for us: for it is writ-
ten, Cursed 1s every one that hangeth
®J1)on a tree [ ‘ets] (Gal. 8:13).”

“And 1f a man have committed a sin
worthy of death, and he be to be put to
death, and thou hang (#J1) him on a
tree (‘ets = wood, timber, gallows, etc.)
..(Dt. 21:22).”

“His body shall not remain all night
upon the tree (‘ets), but thou shalt in
any wise bury him that day; (for he that
is hanged ®J1) is accursed of Elo-
him;) that thy land be not defiled,
which Yahweh thy Flohim giveth thee
for an inheritance (Dt. 21:23).”

The warning here is that “behold, lo,
revelation, teaching (#)”sin leads us to;
it causes us to go toward, forward (V)
to death, the end (1).

THE SERPENT ON A POLE

What about the serpent on a pole?
Here 1s what Yahshua said, “And as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil-
derness, even so must the Son of man
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be lifted up: That whosoever believeth
m him should not perish, but have
eternal life,” Jn. 3:14-15.

Yahshua is referring to Numbers
chapter 21. The children of Israel be-
gan to complain against Yahweh and
Moses accusing them of bringing them
out into the wilderness to die of thirst
and hunger. Yahweh, in turn, sent fiery
serpents (seraphim) among them to
bite them. Many Israelites died of their
poison, so they came to Moses con-
fessing that they had sinned. Yahweh
told Moses, “Make thee a fhery ser-
pent, and set it upon a pole: and it
shall come to pass, that every one that
1s bitten, when he looketh upon it,
shall live. And Moses made a serpent
of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it
came to pass, that if a serpent had bit-
ten any man, when he beheld the ser-
pent of brass, he lived,” Num. 21:8-9.

Now the question would be, what did
that pole look like? Was it just a
straight pole, similar to the one that the
Greeks had? You see, whether it 1s a
serpent on a cross or just a pole, the
fiery dragon, that old serpent called the
devil and Satan has deceived the whole
world to make idolatrous images of
everything imaginable and to worship

Aesculapius  Caduceus

Ancient Sailboats
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them. Read about it in the book of
Romans chapter one.

The Greek God of healing, Aescu-
lapius, was represented with a staff or
pole and with a serpent on that pole
(see the accompanying image). This
symbol, as well as the caduceus, 1s still
utilized by the medical field in today’s
world. Whether anyone realizes it or
not, the medical field has put itself in
the place of the priests, because the
people always went to the priests in
ancient times to seek healing from
their Elohim, when they were afflicted
with illnesses. Various images of ser-
pents on poles can be found, some are
on poles and others on crosses. (see
1mages)

But let’s look mto the Hebrew word
for “pole” to see what we can extract
from its various meanings. The He-
brew word for pole is nec. Nec is de-
fined in Strong’s Exhaustive Concor-
dance as; a flag; also a sail; by implica-
tion, a flagstall; generally a signal; figu-
ratively, a token.

Do you notice that? It has to do with
a flag, or a sail, even a flagstaff. We
know how we exhibit flags in our mod-
ern era, but how were they exhibited
anciently? And what about sails? Look
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at the images that we have provided
here. One is of a Roman soldier on a
horse with a flag. The others are an-
cient sailboats, and one 1s a banner
(coat of arms) depicting an anclent sail-
boat. Isn’t it interesting that we don’t
call a sail a cross?

By the way, while we are addressing
this 1ssue, what about a utility pole?
Don’t we always call them poles
whether they are just upright poles, or
have crossbeams on them? Do we ever
call them a cross? Don’t we just call
them poles? (see images)

What 1s the cross beam for? Con-
cerning the sail of a salboat, it 1s for
the purpose to stretch the sail out so it
can catch the wind and propel the ves-
sel. It 1s what gives the vessel its power
to move. What about the crossbeam
on a utility pole. If there 1s only an up-
right pole, it can only carry a few lines,
but add crossbeams and much more
power can be delivered. The purpose
for a crossbeam on a flagstaff would be
to display the flag at all imes. It would-
n’t need the wind, nor movement in
order to cause it to unfurl and be dis-
played.

Utility Poles
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ISATAH CHAPTER 22

But something else has been over-
looked by our beloved brothers and
sisters who seek to refute this notion
that Yahshua died on a cross; that 1s
the book of Isaiah the Prophet, chap-
ter twenty two. “Thus saith Yahweh
Elohim of hosts, Go, get thee unto this
treasurer, even unto Shebna, which 1s
over the house, and say, What hast
thou here? and whom hast thou here,
that thou hast hewed thee out a sepul-
chre here, as he that heweth him out a
sepulchre on high, and that graveth an
habitation for himself in a rock? Be-
hold, Yahweh will carry thee away with
a mighty captivity, and will surely cover
thee. He will surely violently turn and
toss thee like a ball into a large coun-
try: there shalt thou die, and there the
chariots of thy glory shall be the shame
of thy master's house. And I will drive
thee from thy station, and from thy
state shall he pull thee down. And it
shall come to pass in that day, that I
will call my servant Eliakim the son of
Hilkiah: And I will clothe him with thy
robe, and strengthen him with thy gir-
dle, and I will commit thy government
mto his hand: and he shall be a father
to the mhabitants of Jerusalem, and to
the house of Judah. And the key of the
house of David will 1T lay upon his
shoulder; so he shall open, and none
shall shut; and he shall shut, and none
shall open. And I will fasten him as a
nail in a sure place; and he shall be for
a glorious throne to his father's house.
And they shall hang upon him all the
glory of his father's house, the offspring
and the 1ssue, all vessels of small quan-
tity, from the vessels of cups, even to
all the vessels of flagons. In that day,
saith Yahweh of hosts, shall the nail
that 1s fastened in the sure place be
removed, and be cut down, and fall;
and the burden that was upon it shall
be cut off: for Yahweh hath spoken it,”
Isa. 22:15-25.

What does this mean? This is speak-
g of one who 1s a minister or treas-
urer of the temple. He 1s called
Shebna, which means to grow, growth.
Notice that he has hewn out a sepul-
cher on high and graves a habitation in
a rock. “On high” 1s translated from
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the Hebrew word marowm (2171), and
can be translated as “FROM ROME!”
Few people understand this, but Rome
1s a name that means “high place.”

All of the treasure, the glory of the
temple of Yahweh has been hung on
this Shebna. Yahweh says that he 1s a
nail driven in a sure place, but he will
be pulled down from his estate (v. 25).

Do you remember when Yahshua
was carrying his crossbeam
(pattbulum), that the Romans took it
off of Him (because He stumbled un-
der its weight due to exhaustion) and
placed it on Simon of Cyrene? You
must understand that Scripture 1s writ-
ten n types, and parables. This was a
type of the Romans replacing Yahshua
with someone else. Who? You might
ask? Yahshua has been replaced with
one named Yesus/Iesous/Jesus. This
one named Jesus has all of the treas-
ures of Yahweh’s house hung upon
him (along with all paganism). His
grave, his sepulcher is like one hewn
out of a rock. He 1s like a NAIL
DRIVEN IN A SURE PLACE. The
people look to him trusting that they
have eternal life in him. He 1s the one
who has been lifted up on high from

This Eliakim son of Hilkiah
1s none other than Yahshua
the Messiah Who declares

to the Philadelphian Assem-

bly that He has the key of
David and is able to open
and none can shut, and

shuts and none can open
(Rev. 3:7).

Rome (the high place).

Yahweh says that He is going to pull
this one who has been lifted up on
high down from his estate and violently
toss him into a into a large country
where he shall die and his glory will
become shame. Then He will call His
servant Eliakim son of Hilkiah. Elikim
means to lift up or raise up El. Hilkiah
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means the portion (inheritance) of
Yahweh. So Yahweh is going to restore
Yahshua to His rightful place by driv-
ing Him as a nail into a sure place and
He will raise the true El (Eliakim) back
through His Son by Whom we are
able to receive the inhertance, portion
of Yahweh (Hilkiah).

Notice that He says He will commit
this Shebna’s government mto Eliakim
son of Hilkiah’s hand. He will be a
father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem
and to the house of Judah. Further-
more, He will lay the key of the house
of David upon His shoulder and He
shall open and none can shut, and He
shall shut and none can open. This
Eliakim son of Hilkiah is none other
than Yahshua the Messiah Who de-
clares to the Philadelphian Assembly
that He has the key of David and 1s
able to open and none can shut, and
shuts and none can open (Rev. 3:7).

‘Who is driven as a nail in a sure place
i today’s world, who has the treasures
of the house of El (God)? Isn’t it Jesus
Christ? Haven't all of his treasures be-
come soiled and corrupted with pagan-
1sm, fraud and deceit? What does that
nail look like? Isn’t it a cross?

THE SIGN

The Hebrew word for “sign” 1s owth
Yp’). It consists of and aleph (),
waw (Y) and tau (1).

Yahshua revealed Himself as the
Aleph and Tau, the First and Last, “I
was 1n the Spirit on the day of Yahweh,
and heard behind me a great voice, as
of a trumpet, Saying, I am *Aleph and
Tau, the first and the last: and, What
thou seest, write 1n a book, and send 1t
unto the seven churches which are in
Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna,
and unto Pergamos, and unto
Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto
Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. And
I turned to see the voice that spake
with me. And being turned, 1 saw
seven golden candlesticks; And in the
midst of the seven candlesticks one
like unto the Son of man, clothed with
a garment down to the foot, and girt
about the paps with a golden girdle.
His head and his hairs were white like
wool, as white as snow; and his eyes
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were as a flame of fire; And his feet
like unto fine brass, as if they burned
in a furnace; and his voice as the sound
of many waters. And he had in his
right hand seven stars: and out of his
mouth went a sharp twoedged sword:
and his countenance was as the sun
shineth 1n his strength. And when I saw
him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he
laad his right hand upon me, saying
unto me, Fear not; I am the first and
the last: I am he that liveth, and was
dead; and, behold, I am alive for ever-
more, Amen; and have the keys of hell
and of death,” Rev. 1:11-18.

He declared to the Smyrna Assem-
bly, “And unto the angel of the assem-
bly in Smyrna write; These things saith
the first and the last, which was dead,
and 1s alive,” Rev. 2:8.

Later He said, “And he said unto me,
It is done. I am Aleph (b’) and (Y) Tau
(1), the beginning and the end. I will
give unto him that 1s athirst of the foun-
tain of the water of life freely,” Rev.
21:6.

Finally, He again states, “I am Aleph
and Tau, the beginning and the end,
the first and the last,” Rev. 22:13.

The first and last letters of the He-
brew alphabet are the aleph and the
tau. Yahshua was speaking in the He-
brew language to the Apostle John, a
Hebrew. Aleph and Tau in Hebrew
would appear as 1Y/, In the more
ancient Pictorial-Hebrew it would have
been represented as 1Yp’. Again, the
aleph () is the head of an ox or a
head or chief leader. The waw (Y) 1s a
conjunction, such as the word “and”,
but it also symbolizes a nail or tent peg.
Finally, the tau (1) 1s in the form of a
cross, which also stands for a sign,
name, covenant, etc.

Yahweh gave us the sign that our
Chief Leader, our Head, our Chief
Shepherd, our Savior, His Son was to
be nailed to the cross!

JOSEPHUS’ ACCOUNT

Josephus wrote of the destruction of
Jerusalem by Titus. “So now Titus's
banks were advanced a great way, not-
withstanding his soldiers had been very
much distressed from the wall. He
then sent a party of horsemen, and
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ordered they should lay ambushes for
those that went out into the valleys to
gather food. Some of these were in-
deed hghting men, who were not con-
tented with what they got by rapine; but
the greater part of them were poor
people, who were deterred from de-
serting by the concern they were under
for their own relations; for they could
not hope to escape away, together with
their wives and children, without the
knowledge of the seditious; nor could
they think of leaving these relations to
be slain by the robbers on their ac-
count; nay, the severity of the famine
made them bold in thus going out; so
nothing remained but that, when they
were concealed from the robbers, they
should be taken by the enemy; and
when they were going to be taken, they
were forced to defend themselves for
fear of being punished; as after they
had fought, they thought it too late to
make any supplications for mercy; so
they were first whipped, and then tor-
mented with all sorts of tortures, be-
fore they died, and were then crucified
before the wall of the city. This miser-
able procedure made Titus greatly to
pity them, while they caught every day

The people of Yahshua's

day cried saying, “His blood

be on us, and on our chil-

dren.”

five hundred Jews; nay, some days they
caught more: yet it did not appear to
be safe for him to let those that were
taken by force go their way, and to set
a guard over so many he saw would be
to make such as great deal them use-
less to him. The main reason why he
did not forbid that cruelty was this, that
he hoped the Jews might perhaps yield
at that sight, out of fear lest they might
themselves afterwards be liable to the
same cruel treatment. So the soldiers,
out of the wrath and hatred they bore
the Jews, nailed those they caught, one
after one way, and another after an-
other, to the crosses, by way of jest,
when their multitude was so great, that
room was wanting for the crosses, and
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crosses wanting for the bodies.” (Book
V. Chapter 11, Verses 1)

This was only about 40 or so years
after the death of Yahshua. What had
the people of His day decreed to Pi-
late? “Now at that feast the governor
was wont to release unto the people a
prisoner, whom they would. And they
had then a notable prisoner, called
Barabbas. Therefore when they were
gathered together, Pilate said unto
them, Whom will ye that I release unto
you? Barabbas, or Yahshua which 1s
called the Messiah?

18 For he knew that for envy they had
delivered him. When he was set down
on the judgment seat, his wife sent
unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to
do with that just man: for I have suf-
fered many things this day in a dream
because of him. But the chief priests
and elders persuaded the multitude
that they should ask Barabbas, and
destroy Yahshua. The governor an-
swered and said unto them, Whether
of the twain will ye that I release unto
you? They said, Barabbas. Pilate saith
unto them, What shall I do then with
Yahshua which 1s called the Messiah?
They all say unto him, Let him be cru-
cfied. And the governor said, Why,
what evil hath he done? But they cried
out the more, saying, Let him be cruci-
fied. When Pilate saw that he could
prevail nothing, but that rather a tu-
mult was made, he took water, and
washed his hands before the multitude,
saying, I am mnocent of the blood of
this just person: see ye to it. Then an-
swered all the people, and said, His
blood be on us, and on our children,”
Mat. 27:15-15.

The people of Yahshua’s day cried
saying, “His blood be on us, and on
our children.” Josephus’ account veri-
fies that many of those same people
and their children suffered the same
death.

DESPISING THE SHAME

We are encouraged in the book of
Hebrews, “Wherefore seeing we also
are compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with pa-
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tience the race that 1s set before us,
Looking unto Yahshua the author and
fimsher of our faith; who for the joy
that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of
Yahweh. For consider him that en-
dured such contradiction of sinners
against himself, lest ye be wearied and
faint in your minds,” Heb. 12:1-3.

I have presented some of the great
cloud of witnesses in this treatise and
also 1n the previous treatise in our May
June 2009 issue of Yahshua’s Witness
Magazine. As 1 stated then, that witness
1s in the earth, in our own bodies, In
the heavens, in the Hebrew alphabet,
in the word of Yahweh, etc.

But look at what it says about
Yahshua here. He is the Author and
Finisher of our faith. The Greek word
for Author 1s archegos. It has to do
with one who 1s a chief leader, a cap-
tain, a prince. The Hebrew equivalent
would be sar, which means essentially
the same thing. However, the key word
to look at here 1s the word faith.

The Prophet Habakkuk was inspired
to write, “I will stand upon my watch,
and set me upon the tower, and will
watch to see what he will say unto me,
and what I shall answer when I am re-
proved. And Yahweh answered me,
and said, Write the vision, and make 1t
plain upon tables, that he may run that
readeth it. For the vision is yet for an
appointed time, but at the end it shall
speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait
for it; because 1t will surely come, 1t will
not tarry. Behold, his soul which 1s
lifted up 1s not upright in him: but the
just shall live by his faith,” Hab. 2:1-4.

Habakkuk has made such a powerful
statement that it is repeated three times
in the New Testament; (1) Rom. 1:17,
“For therein 1s the righteousness of
Yahweh revealed from faith to faith: as
it 1s written, The just shall live by
faith.” (2) Gal. 3:5-14, esp. v. 11, “He
therefore that ministereth to you the
Spirit, and worketh miracles among
you, doeth he it by the works of the
law, or by the hearing of faith? Even as
Abraham believed Yahweh, and it was
accounted to him for righteousness.
Know ye therefore that they which are
of faith, the same are the children of
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Abraham. And the scripture, foresee-
ing that Yahweh would justify the hea-
then through faith, preached before
the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In
thee shall all nations be blessed. So
then they which be of faith are blessed
with faithful Abraham. For as many as
are of the works of the law are under
the curse: for it 1s written, Cursed 1s
every one that continueth not in all
things which are written in the book of
the law to do them. But that no man 1s
justified by the law in the sight of Yah-
weh, it 1s evident: for, The just shall
live by faith. And the law is not of faith:
but, The man that doeth them shall
live in them. The Messiah hath re-
deemed us from the curse of the law,
being made a curse for us: for it is writ-
ten, Cursed 1s every one that hangeth
on a tree: That the blessing of Abra-
ham might come on the Gentles
through Yahshua the Messiah; that we
might receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith.” (3) Heb. 10:36-38, esp.
v. 38, “For ye have need of patience,
that, after ye have done the will of Yah-
weh, ye might receive the promise. For
yet a little while, and he that shall come
will come, and will not tarry. Now the

The serpent has mfluenced

mankind to make the image

of the cross nto a thing of
worship.

just shall live by faith: but if any man
draw back, my soul shall have no pleas-
ure in him.”

The primary Hebrew for believe and
faith is amen (\m\b-’), but the com-
pleted Hebrew word for faith 1s
amunat (‘I'\Ymb’). The more com-
plete form 1is the Hebrew word that
Habakkuk utilized! Look at it! It be-
gins with an aleph (b’ ) and ends with a
tau (M! As a matter of fact, the Hebrew
word for truth ('I‘mb/ ) 1s Incorporated
mto the more complete Hebrew word
for faith (FaYSDY)! Do you under-
stand what this means? It means that
Yahshua is the aleph (5”) and (Y) tau
(1) [Remember that the aleph and tau
or 1Y)’ is the Hebrew word for sign
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(owth). Yes, He 1s the Author and Fin-
isher of our faith (F\Yamp”)!

The more complete Hebrew word for
faith 1s almost always utilized for Yah-
weh’s faithfulness, not man’s. Check it
out for yourself. Here 1s the list where
the more complete form appears;
Hab. 2:4; 1 Sam 26:23; 1 Chron. 9:22;
2 Chron. 31:18; Psa. 36:5; Psa. 40:10;
Psa. 88:11; Psa. 89:1, 2, 5, 8, 24, 33,
49; Psa. 92:2; 98:3; Psa. 100:5; Psa.
119:90; Psa. 143:1; Prov. 28:20; Isa.
33:6; Lam. 3:23. Notice that I said
“almost always.”

Yahshua was made a curse for us, but
because the sum total of all of our sins,
the dreadful sins of mankind, he had
to be made a curse for us by being
hanged (#J1) on a tree. Yes, He de-
spised the shame that He had to bear
for us, but He also did it with joy be-
cause of the end result of sons and
daughters eventually bemng born into
the family of Yahweh.

Yahshua died on a cross. The serpent
has influenced mankind to make the
mmage of the cross to a thing of wor-
ship. We are to refram from doing
such. We are commanded to not
make an image of anything in heaven
above, n the earth below, or in the sea
beneath the earth. We are not to fall
down to 1mages and worship them, yet
man never listens to Yahweh’s word.
But according to Yahweh’s own word,
the one who 1s hung on the cross in
today’s world and has been given so
much attention and adoration will be
pulled down from his estate and the
One Who really did suffer will be
driven as a nail in a sure place. That
day 1s soon to come. When it does, the
whole earth will look to the true Savior
as Israel did to the serpent on a pole in
the wilderness, and be healed of the
serpent’s deadly poison.

May Yahweh speed that day.
Healan

Jerry
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We recently received a letter asking
about tithing in today’s world. Here
is what he asked, “I have questions
regarding tithing. I know we're sup-
posed to tithe 10% of our increase
and that the tithe is to be for Yah-
weh. How are we supposed to tithe
today? There’s no Levitical priest-
hood anymore, so where do we send
our tithes? There are several places
(Num. 18:21; Deut. 27:12, 13, Deut.
12:22-29) that says it is to be given
to the Levite because his inheritance
is taking care of the tabernacle and
the temple, the fatherless and the
widow. And also in those chapters it
talks about saving and giving the
tithes in the third year. I'm not un-
derstanding that at all. I've been put-
ting aside 10% of my meager pay. I
just want to make sure that I give
my tithes in accordance to Yah-
weh’s will, and not man’s desire.
Can you please help me understand-
ing tithing?” Jason H., Oregon.

These are all excellent questions
concerning the principles of tithing.
How do we tithe and to whom? It is
our prayer that these questions and
principles will be answered in this
treatise.

This ministry has avoided publish-
ing the principles of tithing for
years, and probably to our detri-
ment. We established this ministry
through the help of Yahweh, but in
the beginning, our prayer was that
we didn’t want to focus on money;
we desired the Spirit of Yahweh to
do His work, because our under-
standing was that all things were not
to be done by the power and might
of man, but by the Spirit of Yahweh.
Therefore, we prayed that He, as
Yahweh Yireh, would provide for
us and our part would be to publish
and make known the truths concern-
ing Yahshua, for to know Yahshua
is also to know the Father. Yahweh
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has certainly greatly blessed us dur-
ing this time. He has continually
provided for us, Praise His won-

But by not at least writing about
and declaring the tithing principles,
we have probably been negligent
concerning declaring to others one
of the many ways in which a person
may be greatly blessed.

THE CHALLENGE

Did you know that the tithing is a
challenge and a principle from Yah-
weh Himself? Yahweh declares,
“For I am Yahweh, I change not;
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed. Even from the days of
your fathers ye are gone away from
mine ordinances, and have not kept
them. Return unto me, and I will
return unto you, saith Yahweh of
hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we

Did you know that the
tithing is a challenge and a
principle from Yahweh
Himself?

return? Will a man rob Elohim? Yet
ye have robbed me. But ye say,
Wherein have we robbed thee? In
tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed
with a curse: for ye have robbed me,
even this whole nation. Bring ye all
the tithes into the storehouse, that
there may be meat in mine house,
and prove me now herewith, saith
Yahweh of hosts, if I will not open
you the windows of heaven, and
pour you out a blessing, that there
shall not be room enough to receive
it. And I will rebuke the devourer
for your sakes, and he shall not de-
stroy the fruits of your ground; nei-
ther shall your vine cast her fruit
before the time in the field, saith
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Yahweh of hosts. And all nations
shall call you blessed: for ye shall be
a delightsome land, saith Yahweh of
hosts. Your words have been stout
against me, saith Yahweh. Yet ye
say, What have we spoken so much
against thee? Ye have said, It is vain
to serve Elohim: and what profit is it
that we have kept his ordinance,
and that we have walked mourn-
fully before Yahweh of hosts? And
now we call the proud happy; yea,
they that work wickedness are set
up; yea, they that tempt Elohim are
even delivered,” Mal. 3:6-15.

Is this not a description of our own
nation and much of the world to-
day? People are saying that it is vain
to serve Elohim. So many of the
proud and the wicked seem to be the
ones who are happy, blessed and
prospering. But notice that Yahweh
is issuing a challenge here. Our na-
tion and much of the world has been
robbing Yahweh of the tithes and
offerings that belong to Him. But
His challenge to us is for us to prove
Him by bringing all of the tithes
(and offerings) into His storehouse
and He promises that He will open
the windows of heaven for blessings
that there will not be enough room
to receive it all. Yahweh is challeng-
ing us to prove Him, prove His

Notice that Yahweh said He wants
all of the tithes and offerings to be
brought in so that there may be
meat (food) in His house. Yahweh
has made provisions for those who
are His servants to be taken care of.
But when we have a people whose
focus goes elsewhere, on them-
selves, this world, this life, disbelief,
pagan idolatry, etc., the servants of
Yahweh suffer lack and have no
physical ability to provide the life-
sustaining spiritual food that should
be made available in great quantities
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for His people.

The Prophet Haggai was contem-
porary with the Prophet Malachi
and here is what he was inspired to
proclaim, “Is it time for you, O ye,
to dwell in your cieled houses, and
this house lie waste? Now therefore
thus saith Yahweh of hosts; Con-
sider your ways. Ye have sown
much, and bring in little; ye eat, but
ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye
are not filled with drink; ye clothe
you, but there is none warm; and he
that earneth wages earneth wages to
put it into a bag with holes. Thus
saith Yahweh of hosts; Consider
your ways. Go up to the mountain,
and bring wood, and build the
house; and I will take pleasure in it,
and I will be glorified, saith Yah-
weh. Ye looked for much, and, lo, it
came to little; and when ye brought
it home, I did blow upon it. Why?
saith Yahweh of hosts. Because of
mine house that is waste, and ye run
every man unto his own house.
Therefore the heaven over you is
stayed from dew, and the earth is
stayed from her fruit. And I called
for a drought upon the land, and
upon the mountains, and upon the
corn, and upon the new wine, and
upon the oil, and upon that which
the ground bringeth forth, and upon
men, and upon cattle, and upon all
the labour of the hands,” Hag. 1:4-
11.

What has happened to our nation
in today’s world? Trillions upon tril-
lions of dollars have simply disap-
peared in the stock market, through
the government, and through peo-
ple’s excessive and riotous living.
Isn’t it amazing that companies that
handle billions upon billions of dol-
lars are going bankrupt? How can
this happen? It is because Yahweh is
blowing upon it, and when He
blows upon it, it simply disappears
as if we had bags with holes in
them. People and companies who
had diligently saved money for
emergencies, retirement, etc., have
simply had those funds disappear
into thin air.
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Now look at the state of our affairs.
People have only focused on taking
care of themselves, building their
own houses and families, eating,
and drinking, clothing themselves
with the most expensive clothes,
jewelry, cosmetics, transportation,
etc. But so many, many of these
people are now losing their homes,
their families, their clothing, jew-
elry, automobiles, etc. It is very
heartbreaking. There are more and
more homeless living anywhere they
can find shelter, under overpasses,
bridges, on the streets, in parks, etc.
If only we would wake up, turn
around and begin to serve Yahweh,
we would be so greatly blessed! Peo-
ple have lost their retirement funds
and have had to put off retirement
by continuing working. Curses are
certainly coming upon us because of
our failure to serve Yahweh.

THE FIRST OFFERING

Scripture speaks of the very first
offerings offered to Yahweh. They
came at the hands of the first two
males born in this world to Adam
and Eve, to wit; Cain and Abel.

Scripture speaks of the very

first offerings offered to Yah-

weh.

“And in process of time it came to
pass, that Cain brought of the fruit
of the ground an offering unto Yah-
weh. And Abel, he also brought of
the firstlings of his flock and of the
fat thereof. And Yahweh had re-
spect unto Abel and to his offering:
But unto Cain and to his offering he
had not respect,” Gen. 4:3-5.

Why didn’t Yahweh have respect
for Cain’s offering? Here is what the
Cumash (a book with the first five
books of the Bible [Torah] along
with Rabbinic commentary) has to
say about this event, “Because Abel
feared Elohim’s curse against the
ground, he turned to caring for
sheep and herds (Rashi). Although
man was still forbidden to eat meat
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[see 9:3], he was allowed to use
milk, butter, wool, and the skins of
dead animals. Abel’s work consisted
of shearing the sheep and milking
the cows (Mizrachi).

“Like the Patriarchs, Moses, and
David, Abel chose a profession that
permitted him to spend his time in
solitude and contemplation of spiri-
tual matters (HaK’sau V’HaKab-
balah). Cain, however, chose an oc-
cupation that, though essential, can
lead its practitioners to worship na-
ture and enslave others to do the
hard work of the fields (R’Hirsch).

“From the subtle contrast between
the simple description of Cain’s of-
fering and the more specific descrip-
tion of Abel’s offering — from the
firstlings of his flock and from their
choicest — the Sages derive that
Cain’s offering was from the inferior
portion of the crop, while Abel
chose only the finest of his flock.
Therefore, Abel’s sacrifice was ac-
cepted but not Cain’s (lbn Ezra;
Radak).” (pp. 20-21)

This is exactly what Yahweh was
speaking of through the Prophet
Malachi in the book of Malachi
chapter one, “A son honoureth his
father, and a servant his master: if
then I be a father, where is mine
honour? and if I be a master, where
is my fear? saith the LORD of hosts
unto you, O priests, that despise my
name. And ye say, Wherein have
we despised thy name? Ye offer pol-
luted bread upon mine altar; and ye
say, Wherein have we polluted thee?
In that ye say, The table of Yahweh
is contemptible. And if ye offer the
blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and
if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not
evil? offer it now unto thy governor;
will he be pleased with thee, or ac-
cept thy person? saith Yahweh of
hosts. And now, I pray you, beseech
Elohim that he will be gracious unto
us: this hath been by your means:
will he regard your persons? saith
Yahweh of hosts. Who is there even
among you that would shut the
doors for nought? neither do ye kin-
dle fire on mine altar for nought. I
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have no pleasure in you, saith Yah-
weh of hosts, neither will I accept an
offering at your hand. For from the
rising of the sun even unto the going
down of the same my name shall be
great among the Gentiles; and in
every place incense shall be offered
unto my name, and a pure offering:
for my name shall be great among
the heathen, saith Yahweh of hosts.
But ye have profaned it, in that ye
say, The table of Yahweh is pol-
luted; and the fruit thereof, even his
meat, is contemptible. Ye said also,
Behold, what a weariness is it! and
ye have snuffed at it, saith Yahweh
of hosts; and ye brought that which
was torn, and the lame, and the sick;
thus ye brought an offering: should I
accept this of your hand? saith Yah-
weh. But cursed be the deceiver,
which hath in his flock a male, and
voweth, and sacrificeth unto the
Lord a corrupt thing: for I am a
great King, saith Yahweh of hosts,
and my name is dreadful among the
heathen,” Mal. 1:6-14.

Here is the situation, the creation
exists by the power of the Word of
Yahweh. You and I are only here,
we only exist because of His great
power. Scriptures declare that the
earth is His and the fullness of it,
“The earth is Yahweh’s, and the
fulness thereof; the world, and they
that dwell therein,” Psa. 24:1. The
Apostle Paul repeats this in 1 Cor.
10:26, 28.

PUTTING YAHWEH FIRST

What does Yahweh require of us?
He wants us to love Him and serve
Him with all of our heart, our mind,
our soul, “Hear, O Israel: Yahweh
our Elohim is one Yahweh: And
thou shalt love Yahweh thy Elohim
with all thine heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy might,” Dt.
6:4-5.

Yahshua verified this, “And one of
the scribes came, and having heard
them reasoning together, and per-
ceiving that he had answered them
well, asked him, Which is the first
commandment of all? And Yahshua
answered him, The first of all the
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commandments is, Hear, O Israel;
Yahweh our Elohim is one Yah-
weh: And thou shalt love Yahweh
thy Elohim with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind, and with all thy strength: this
is the first commandment,” Mk.
12:28-30.

The book of Proverbs advises us,
“The fear of Yahweh is the begin-
ning of knowledge.... The fear of
Yahweh is the beginning of wisdom:
and the knowledge of the holy is
understanding....In the fear of Yah-
weh is strong confidence: and his
children shall have a place of ref-
uge....The fear of Yahweh is a foun-
tain of life, to depart from the snares
of death,” Prov. 1:7; 9:10; 14:26-27.

Abel put Yahweh first and gave
Him the choicest of his flocks and
herds. All of the great men of the
Scriptures put Yahweh first and
were blessed for it.

Here is another promise from Yah-
weh, “Honour Yahweh with thy
substance, and with the firstfruits
of all thine increase: So shall thy
barns be filled with plenty, and thy

Here is another promise
from Yahweh, “Honour
Yahweh with thy substance,
and with the firstfruits of
all thine increase: So shall
thy barns be filled with

plenty, and thy presses shall

burst out with new wine,”
Prov. 3:9-10.

presses shall burst out with new
wine,” Prov. 3:9-10.

The Psalmist decrees, “Blessed is
every one that feareth Yahweh; that
walketh in his ways. For thou shalt
eat the labour of thine hands: happy
shalt thou be, and it shall be well
with thee,” Psa. 128:1-2.
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These are promises from Yahweh,
not from man. His promises are
based upon His word of power and
truth. His word will never fail, even
though we are allowed to be tried at
times to see where our hearts and
faith are.

TITHING

Yahweh did establish a tithing sys-
tem for the Israelites, “And Yahweh
spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have
no inheritance in their land, neither
shalt thou have any part among
them: I am thy part and thine inheri-
tance among the children of Israel.
And, behold, I have given the chil-
dren of Levi all the tenth in Israel
for an inheritance, for their service
which they serve, even the service of
the tabernacle of the congregation.
Neither must the children of Israel
henceforth come nigh the tabernacle
of the congregation, lest they bear
sin, and die. But the Levites shall do
the service of the tabernacle of the
congregation, and they shall bear
their iniquity: it shall be a statute for
ever throughout your generations,
that among the children of Israel
they have no inheritance. But the
tithes of the children of Israel, which
they offer as an heave offering unto
Yahweh, I have given to the Levites
to inherit: therefore I have said unto
them, Among the children of Israel
they shall have no inheritance,”
Num. 18:20-24.

Furthermore, the Levites them-
selves were to give tithes of the
tithes that they gathered from the
Israelites, “And Yahweh spake unto
Moses, saying, Thus speak unto the
Levites, and say unto them, When
ye take of the children of Israel the
tithes which I have given you from
them for your inheritance, then ye
shall offer up an heave offering of it
for Yahweh, even a tenth part of the
tithe. And this your heave offering
shall be reckoned unto you, as
though it were the corn of the
threshingfloor, and as the fulness of
the winepress. Thus ye also shall
offer an heave offering unto Yah-
weh of all your tithes, which ye re-
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ceive of the children of Israel; and
ye shall give thereof Yahweh’s
heave offering to Aaron the priest.
Out of all your gifts ye shall offer
every heave offering of Yahweh, of
all the best thereof, even the hal-
lowed part thereof out of it,” Num.
18:25-29.

However, there is no longer an
Aaronic priesthood, nor is there a
tabernacle, nor temple wherein the
Levites serve. So what has hap-
pened?

THE TRANSFERRAL

While the first instance of offerings
occurs with Cain and Abel, the first
instance of tithing occurs with Abra-
ham, “And the king of Sodom went
out to meet him after his return
from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer,
and of the kings that were with him,
at the valley of Shaveh, which is the
king's dale. And Melchizedek king
of Salem brought forth bread and
wine: and he was the priest of the
most high El. And he blessed him,
and said, Blessed be Abram of the
most high El, possessor of heaven
and earth: And blessed be the most
high El, which hath delivered thine
enemies into thy hand. And he gave
him tithes of all,” Gen. 14:17-20.

The book of Hebrews reveals that
there has been a change in the
priesthood and also the tithing sys-
tem, “For this Melchisedec, king of
Salem, priest of the most high ElI,
who met Abraham returning from
the slaughter of the kings, and
blessed him; To whom also Abra-
ham gave a tenth part of all; first
being by interpretation King of
righteousness, and after that also
King of Salem, which is, King of
peace; Without father, without
mother, without descent, having
neither beginning of days, nor end
of life; but made like unto the Son
of Elohim; abideth a priest continu-
ally. Now consider how great this
man was, unto whom even the pa-
triarch Abraham gave the tenth of
the spoils. And verily they that are
of the sons of Levi, who receive the
office of the priesthood, have a com-
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mandment to take tithes of the peo-
ple according to the law, that is, of
their brethren, though they come
out of the loins of Abraham: But he
whose descent is not counted from
them received tithes of Abraham,
and blessed him that had the prom-
ises. And without all contradiction
the less is blessed of the better. And
here men that die receive tithes; but
there he receiveth them, of whom it
is witnessed that he liveth. And as I
may so say, Levi also, who re-
ceiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abra-
ham. For he was yet in the loins of
his father, when Melchisedec met
him. If therefore perfection were by
the Levitical priesthood, (for under
it the people received the law,) what
further need was there that another
priest should rise after the order of
Melchisedec, and not be called after
the order of Aaron? For the priest-
hood being changed, there is made
of necessity a change also of the
law. For he of whom these things
are spoken pertaineth to another
tribe, of which no man gave atten-
dance at the altar. For it is evident
that our Master sprang out of Juda;

While the first instance of
offerings occurs with Cain
and Abel, the first instance

of tithing occurs with Abra-

ham....

of which tribe Moses spake nothing
concerning priesthood. And it is yet
far more evident: for that after the
similitude of Melchisedec there
ariseth another priest, Who is made,
not after the law of a carnal com-
mandment, but after the power of
an endless life. For he testifieth,
Thou art a priest for ever after the
order of Melchisedec. For there is
verily a disannulling of the com-
mandment going before for the
weakness and  unprofitableness
thereof. For the law made nothing
perfect, but the bringing in of a bet-
ter hop; by the which we draw nigh
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unto Yahweh. And inasmuch as not
without an oath he was made priest:
(For those priests were made with-
out an oath; but this with an oath by
him that said unto him, Yahweh
sware and will not repent, Thou art
a priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedec:) By so much was
Yahshua made a surety of a better
testament. And they truly were
many priests, because they were not
suffered to continue by reason of
death: But this man, because he con-
tinueth ever, hath an unchangeable
priesthood. Wherefore he is able
also to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by him, seeing
he ever liveth to make intercession
for them. For such an high priest
became us, who is holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners,
and made higher than the heavens;
Who needeth not daily, as those
high priests, to offer up sacrifice,
first for his own sins, and then for
the people's: for this he did once,
when he offered up himself. For the
law maketh men high priests which
have infirmity; but the word of the
oath, which was since the law,
maketh the Son, who is consecrated
for evermore,” Heb. 7:1-28.

The tithing system has been
changed from the Levitical priest-
hood to the Melchisedek Priest-
hood! Yahshua is the High Priest
after the order of Melchisedek. He is
the one spoken of Who was origi-
nally without father, without
mother, without descent, having
neither beginning of days, nor end
of life; but made like unto the Son
of Elohim! Melchisedek brought
forth bread and wine. Yahshua
brought forth bread and wine for the
symbols of the New Covenant, the
better covenant based upon better
promises!

The covenant of Moses and the
Levitical priesthood, along with the
tabernacle and later the temple,
were just an interim covenant and
priesthood, and dwelling places for
Yahweh until the true heavenly
High Priest could empty Himself
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from His heavenly power and es-
teem, become a man, become flesh,
offer the one sacrifice for all time
and then be restored to His heavenly
power and esteem! There is much
more to be revealed here, but this is
an article on tithing and I am just
showing you how the tithing system
has been changed. (If you want to
know more about Melchizedek,
write for our free booklet entitled
Who Is Melchizedek?)

We are of the Melchizedek Priest-
hood if we are publishing the good
news, the truth concerning
Yahshua, His kingdom, Who He
was, is, and will be. If we are open-
ing your eyes to the truth about the
Father and the Son, their true
names, the covenant that is made
through our Mediator, Yahshua,
His grace and mercy that we receive
through Him, etc., etc.

PAUL’S WITNESS

Here is what the Apostle Paul wit-
nesses concerning himself and those
who are publishing the good news,
the spiritual things of the Scriptures,
“Am I not an apostle? am I not free?
have I not seen Yahshua the Mes-
siah our Master? are not ye my work
in Yahweh? If I be not an apostle
unto others, yet doubtless I am to
you: for the seal of mine apostleship
are ye in the Master. Mine answer
to them that do examine me is this,
Have we not power to eat and to
drink? Have we not power to lead
about a sister, a wife, as well as
other apostles, and as the brethren
of the Master, and Cephas? Or I
only and Barnabas, have not we
power to forbear working? Who
goeth to warfare any time at his own
charges? who planteth a vineyard,
and eateth not of the fruit thereof?
or who feedeth a flock, and eateth
not of the milk of the flock? Say I
these things as a man? or saith not
the law the same also? For it is writ-
ten in the law of Moses, Thou shalt
not muzzle the mouth of the ox that
treadeth out the corn. Doth Yahweh
take care for oxen? Or saith he it
altogether for our sakes? For our
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sakes, no doubt, this is written: that
he that ploweth should plow in
hope; and that he that thresheth in
hope should be partaker of his hope.
If we have sown unto you spiritual
things, is it a great thing if we shall
reap your carnal things? If others be
partakers of this power over you, are
not we rather? Nevertheless we have
not used this power; but suffer all
things, lest we should hinder the
good news of the Messiah. Do ye
not know that they which minister
about holy things live of the things
of the temple? and they which wait
at the altar are partakers with the
altar? Even so hath Yahweh or-
dained that they which preach the
good news should live of the good
news. But I have used none of these
things: neither have I written these
things, that it should be so done
unto me: for it were better for me to
die, than that any man should make
my glorying void. For though I
preach the good news, I have noth-
ing to glory of: for necessity is laid
upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I

We are of the Melchizedek
Priesthood if we are pub-
lishing the good news, the
truth concerning Yahshua,
His kingdom, Who He was,

is, and will be.

preach not the good news! For if I
do this thing willingly, I have a re-
ward: but if against my will, a dis-
pensation of the good news is com-
mitted unto me. What is my reward
then? Verily that, when I preach the
good news, I may make the good
news of the Messiah without charge,
that I abuse not my power in the
good news,” 1 Cor. 9:1-18.

We of this ministry have followed
the example of Paul in that we have
worked with our own hands in or-
der to sustain ourselves physically,
pay our bills, etc. We have not
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sought to sustain ourselves with that
which has been given to us so that
we can publish the Yahshua’s Wit-
ness Magazine, YEA Newsletter,
tracts, articles, booklets, etc. We
have made these things available
without charge. We have sown unto
you many spiritual things and will
sow more (Yahweh willing). Very
few have ever supported us in our
efforts, nor have they believed in our
ministry.

PROVIDING FOOD

Yahshua is our true food. He is the
true bread from heaven. We have
sought to feed you with Him from
the beginning of our ministry. We
will continue to feed you with that
precious spiritual food as long as we
are allowed to do so. We have re-
vealed many, many spiritual things
about Him, the Father, their Word,
and kingdom. There are many needs
in this ministry and also for the
great work that Yahweh is doing in
Kenya, the Philippines, India and
elsewhere. We will allow Yahweh
to have the last word in this mes-
sage, Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be meat
in mine house, and prove me now
herewith, saith Yahweh of hosts, if
I will not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough
to receive it.

BIBLE
CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

LESSON ONE

= THE POWER OF
DECEPTION

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
P. O. Box 31
Atlanta, TX 75551
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TO |

Y AN APOSTLE

In the book of Revelation, chapter two, verse 2 the Messiah commends the assembly at Ephesus for they,
“Tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and have found them LIARS.”
One has walked among us during these last days proclaiming, “I am God'’s apostle! I dare anyone to ques-

tion my authority!”

Having been a member of the
World Wide Church of God
from 1970 until my excommuni-
cation early in 1988, those words
struck fear in my heart. When his
successor performed some grue-
some acts and made alarming
statements at the first feast
wherein he served as Pastor Gen-
eral in the fall of 1986, on the
very opening day of the feast, I
was DUMBFOUNDED!

Few, if any others, took notice
however, and I reserved my com-
ments, because of FEAR until
after the feast. We had been back
home for some time and I could-
n’t stand it anymore.

I called our minister and ques-
tioned, “Why or how could a
minister of God, especially the
church’s Pastor General and ap-
ostolic replacement (I wasn’t util-
1zing the Sacred Names at the
time) hold up a replica of the
statue in front of the United Na-
tions and say that, to him, that
statue represented Christ?”

We, of course, kept the com-
mandments of our Creator and
one, the second commandment,
has to do with not making idols
in order to represent anything in
heaven above, on earth under
heaven, or in the sea beneath the
earth. We weren’t even to con-
jure up an image in our mind of
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By Jerry Healan

the heavenly Father as we were
praying.
The statue was:

1. Naked — The Messiah is
not naked but clothed
(Rev. 1:13).

2. The statue appeared black
(like Nimrod, the original
savior of Babylon) and the
Messiah is white (with
light).

3. The statue was a replica
of the one placed in front

An examination of Mala-
chi 4 from whence comes

this scripture reveals that it
would be Eliyah THE
PROPHET.

of the U.N. which is an
organization of men,
trusting in man, not the
Creator, to bring about
world peace.

4. The statue was inspired
by the RUSSIANS, a god-
less, god-hating, atheistic
nation.

5. Man actually polluted and
corrupted the Creator’s
word by extracting it from
Scripture and placing it on
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an image of a naked man.

Furthermore, the college stu-
dents at Big Sandy, Texas made
a replica of the statue later that
year for their prom and danced
and partied around it!!!

To me, it was a symbol of the
beginning of leading the church
into a watered-down faith and
eventually idolatry. I had told my
wife that the new Pastor General
was going to change the church’s
position on many things which
he had said he was NOT going to
do. But almost before the ink was
dry on the Worldwide News (the
church news paper) where he
stated that all things would con-
tinue as they had been under
Herbert W. Armstrong; he began
to change them anyway.

When I questioned the minister
about the Pastor General’s ac-
tions, I was commanded, “Don’t
you dare question God’s Pastor
General. (Later an apostle?)

Looking back on HWA's his-
tory now in retrospect, many
things come to mind. He pro-
claimed, “I am the Elijah who is
to turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children and the children to
the fathers!” (Didn’t happen.)

An examination of Malachi 4
from whence comes this scripture
reveals that it would be Eliyah
THE PROPHET. Yet HWA
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stated several times that he was
not a prophet. Why? Because his
prophecies failed to come to
pass. Didn’t he prophesy that
Germany, under Hitler, was the
final beast power? He then
changed his story when it was
obvious that it wasn't.

Didn’t he publish a booklet enti-
tled 1975 In Prophecy? Didn’t he
proclaim that 1972 was when the
great tribulation would begin,
which would culminate in the
return of the Messiah in 1975,
which didn’t happen, at least the
last time I checked. But how did
he determine these dates? He
liked to base the end time on the
beginning of his own ministry,
which supposedly began in 1934.
He claimed that he was given
two nineteen year time cycles in
order to accomplish the work of
publishing the gospel of the king-
dom of God. Two times nineteen
is thirty eight added to 1934
yields 1972. Another failed
prophecy.

At one time it was taught that

he and his son Garner Ted Arm-
strong were the two witnesses
who would be witnessing very
powerful messages in Jerusalem
during the three and one half
year great tribulation while the
church would be in the place of
safety in Petra. Another false
prophecy.

During the Falklands War be-
tween Great Britain and Argen-
tina, he prophesied that the Brit-
ish fleet would be destroyed by
Argentina. Another false proph-
ecy.

What has happened here? One
of his own followers who was an
anchorman on the “World To-
morrow” telecast put it into
proper perspective in a sermon
given in Pasadena, which was
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taped and sent out to the
churches. The title of the sermon
was “Fun With Prophecy.” He ad-
mitted that he had been one who
taught 1972-1975 in prophecy.
He further admitted teaching
about Petra as the place of safety.
By his own mouth he admitted
that he had been a FALSE
PROPHET!!! QUESTION: If
one is a false prophet by his own
admission, when does he become
a TRUE PROPHET?

Frankly, he never would have
given that sermon if HWA were
alive, or if he had, he wouldn’t
have been on the church payroll
or in the church any longer.

The point is that Yahweh, Him-
self, stated that if a prophet
speaks in His name and the thing
follow not, nor come to pass, that
1s the thing which Yahweh hath
not spoken, but the prophet has
spoken it presumptuously: thou
shalt not be afraid of him,”
Num. 18:22.

If one is a false prophet by
his own admission, when
does he become a TRUE

PROPHET?

HWA always denied that he
had said any such things after the
fact and everyone was afraid to
speak out concerning the truth of
the matter.

The facts are that EliYah is a
prophet, according to the word of
Yahweh. HWA denied, finally,
that he was a prophet, yet still
claiming to be the Elijah! The
facts are that he did prophesy
and his prophecies failed! His
own follower, disciple, and paid
minister admitted his failed
prophecies making him a FALSE
PROPHET!!!
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THE APOSTLE

But that isn’t alll HWA also
claimed to be an apostle. Was
He?! HWA always proclaimed
that the gospel was a gospel of
the kingdom and not of the Mes-
siah. He always turned to Mark
1:14-15 to prove his point, “Now
after that John was put in prison,
Yahshua came into Galilee,
preaching the gospel of the king-
dom of Elohim, And saying, The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom
of Elohim is at hand: repent ye,
and believe the gospel.”

Let’s think about this for a min-
ute. There are at least five basic
requirements for a kingdom. 1) A
kingdom must have a king. 2) A
kingdom must have a govern-
ment. 3) A kingdom must have
laws. 4) A kingdom must have
subjects. 5) A kingdom must
have territory.

Analyzing each point we find:

1. The Messiah is King of
the kingdom of Elohim.
Without Him the king-
dom would just be a king-
dom of man or men, not
Elohim.

2. The Messiah is the Gover-
nor that rules the govern-
ment of FElohim, “And
thou Bethlehem, in the
land of Juda, art not the
least among the princes of
Judah: for out of thee
shall come a Governor,
that shall rule my people
Israel,” Mt. 2:6. Without
Him, government would
never be administered
properly.

3. The Messiah is the One
Who personally gave the
law to Moses and has ful-
filled (performed, kept) it.
I know that this is difficult
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(Continued from page 21)

for some, even in the as-
semblies to understand,
but it is true. He is the
true Lawgiver and law
keeper. He must be in us
doing the work, “But we
have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the
excellency of the power
may be of Yahweh, and
not of us,” 2 Cor. 4:7.

4. Without the Messiah, the
Savior, there would not be
any subjects of the king-
dom for we were all dead
in our sins.

5. The Messiah is the One
through Whom the Father
has created all things and
1s creating a new creation.
Without Him there would
be no creation, no terri-
tory.

So why was the Messiah’s evan-
gel not of Himself? Let Him an-
swer, “If 1 bear witness of My-
self, My witness is not true,” Jn.
5:31. “He that speaketh of him-
self seeketh his own glory,” Jn.
7:18. The Messiah sought not
His own will nor His own glory,
but rather the will and glory of
the Father’s. He didn’t speak of
Himself, but his works spoke of
Him, “But I have greater witness
than that of John: for the works
which the Father hath given Me
to finish, the same works that I
do, bear witness of Me, that the
Father hath sent me,” Jn. 5:36.

The Father bore witness of the
Messiah (Jn. 5:37). The scrip-
tures written by the prophets,
witnessed of Him (Jn. 5:39).
John the Baptist bore witness of
Him (Jn. 1:29-34). The apostles
were to witness of Him, “And he
said unto them, These are the
words which I spake unto you,
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while I was yet with you, that all
things must be fulfilled, which
were written in the law of Moses,
and in the prophets, and in the
psalms, concerning me. Then
opened he their understanding,
that they might understand the
scriptures, And said unto them,
Thus it is written, and thus it be-
hoved the Messiah to suffer, and
to rise from the dead the third
day: And that repentance and
remission of sins should be
preached in his name among all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
And ye are witnesses of these
things,” Lk. 24:44-48. The Com-
forter (the Holy Spirit) witnesses
of Him (Jn. 15:26-27).

Notice in verse 27 of John 15,
“And ye also shall bear witness,
because ye have been with me
from the beginning.” The apos-
tles were to witness that the Mes-
siah fulfilled the things that He
was sent to do. The prophets
prophesied, foretold what He
was to do. The apostles con-

We will have to utilize the

rule of Scriptures that
Yahshua did for Himself.

firmed, witnessed that He ful-
filled, performed, did what was
prophesied! The assembly is built
upon the apostles and prophets,
the Messiah being the chief cor-
nerstone!

No man can be an apostle of the
Messiah who removes Him from
the evangel. An apostle is to wit-
ness of the Messiah’s fulfillment
of all things past, present, future.

The scriptures bear witness that
one who prophesies a thing that
doesn’t come to pass is a false
prophet. The scriptures also bear
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witness that the evangel is the
good news about the Messiah
Who has the power to usher in
the kingdom when the Father
desires it to be done! Any apostle
who removes the Messiah from
the gospel, the evangel, is a
FALSE APOSTLE!!!

To proclaim that the gospel, the
evangel is not about the Messiah,
but rather the kingdom of Elo-
him (God) opens the door to es-
tablish the government of Elohim
on earth without the Governor;
to establish the kingdom of Elo-
him in the church, the assembly
without the king; to enforce the
law on others without the true
Lawgiver; to establish an hierar-
chy over the subjects and terri-
tory of the Messiah in His ab-
sence; to rule as kings and priests
over Elohim’s, Yahweh’s heri-
tage!

We have tried Herbert W. Arm-
strong. He was not a true
prophet, nor was he a true apos-
tle! Those groups who seek to
continue his teachings, his gov-
ernment, and his ways in their
groups are not the true body of
the Messiah.

There are others who presently
proclaim themselves to be apos-
tles. We will have to utilize the
rule of Scriptures that Yahshua
did for Himself. If any witnesses
of himself, his witness is not true.
Do the works of an apostle and
let the works be the witness.

RADIO PROGRAM ON
THE NET!

Check out The Land Between,
sponsored by the Frystown, PA as-
sembly. You will find it at http:/
www.thelandbetween.com/
broadcast.htm.
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(Continued from page 7)

cape of water fluid from the sac
surrounding the heart, giving
postmortem evidence that, Our
[Master] died not the wusual
crucifixion death by suffoca-
tion, but of heart failure (a bro-
ken heart) due to shock and
constriction of the heart by
fluid in the pericardium.

Thus we have had our
glimpse - including the medical

r) —
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Recently I was given a copy of your
Yahshua’s Witness Magazine. Be-
ing a very NEW follower of our
Elohim, I'm amazed at how I've
been misinformed my entire life.
This is my second time in prison
and I know without the Messiah in
my life, I won’t survive a third time.
I want to build a relationship with
our Elohim that is based on truth. In
your May-June 2009 issue, you have
an article titled “What About
Truth.” That really nailed it for me.
I feel in my heart that I'm being led
by the Holy Spirit to seek the one
and true Yahweh.

MH/OR

Thanks so much for your publica-
tion YWM. It means a lot to me and
I am blessed to receive it. I'm also
interested in your Bible study.

JH/OR

I am currently incarcerated at
MVCI, Spruce Pines, NC. I am a
member of a small group of Messi-
anic Jewish inmates here. I recently
discovered a most fascinating and
spiritually enlightening publication,
Yahshua’s Witness Magazine. What
an uplifting and spiritual experience
I received when a fellow inmate
shared a portion of his new arrival. I
immediately decided that I must
have this publication in my life.
First, I would like to obtain the May
-June issue as well as the July-Sept.
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evidence - of that epitome of
evil which man has exhibited
toward Man and toward
[Elohim].

It has been a terrible
sight, and more than enough to
leave us despondent and de-
pressed.

How grateful we can be
that we have the great sequel
in the infinite mercy of

ra

JMJ\

Issue and then be added to your
mailing list to receive future issues

I understand and can relate to your
business expenses, so in having said
that, please allow me to forward to
you the appropriate subscription fee
to cover the cost of the publication
plus postage. Be so kind to send me
an order form or invoice so that I
can have the funds withdrawn from
my account here and forwarded to
you.

MS/NC

I ran across a copy of your maga-
zine and was really amazed. Please
subscribe me into your Bible Corre-
spondence Course, the YEA News-
letter and Yahshua’s Witness Maga-
zine. I’ve been studying the word for
about 10 years now, but I've never
found it spoken so plainly until
reading your work. Thank you for a
breath of fresh air.

JC/TX

I so call on Yahweh to continue to
bless your assembly and members
that keep your publications
“Yahshua’s Witness Magazine” and
YEA Newsletters coming to the lost
souls in prisons. Reading them
brings so much joy to my heart. For
it tells it like it truly is; that many
other religions fail to do. I would
like also your Bible Correspondence
Course “Lesson One, The Power of
Deception” to start coming to me.
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[Yahweh] toward man-at once
the miracle of the atonement (a
tone ment) and the expectation
of the triumphant resurrection.

NOTE: This account was
taken from e-sword. There was
no copyright notice, thus we
have taken the liberty to pub-
lish this treatise and have inter-
Jected the true names and titles
where applicable. JH

— \ - JJ rd
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—
May the peace of “Yahweh and
Yahshua” His Son be upon your

assembly.
CH/TX

Greetings in Yah’s Great and
Wonderful Name. My name is
Elder Yisrael Ya’akov Kyles. I just
started to receive your “Yahshua’s
Witness Magazine”, and I must say,
I'm very moved and impressed with
your great, vast, and true knowledge
of the word of Yahuah/Yahweh’s
Torah!

I have been incarcerated now go-
ing on about 20 years. I'm an Elder
of Yahweh’s Congregation of Jeffer-
son, South Carolina. I'm a studying
person. Would you please send me
your bible study lessons and news-
letter? I would really appreciate it. If
you have information (Articles of
faith, pamphlets, etc.) I would love
to receive them.

I don’t make much money in here,
But I wouldn’t mind sending you an
offering when I can.

Thank you. Yahweh bless you in
Yahshua’s name.

I really do appreciate this maga-
zine. It has helped clear up so many
questions I have had. I also realize
that people do not like to hear sound
doctrine.

TR/MS
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